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telephone message that Franz Ferdinand and his wife had
been murdered at Sarajevo. The news appears to have
had a stimulating effect upon the ordinarily rather indolent
and undecided mind of Count Berchtold. Many historians,
and several Viennese with whom the present writer has
talked, speak of Berchtold as a minister who allowed him-
self to be managed by others, especially by a number of
Serb-haters in the Austrian Foreign Office, like Hoyos,
Forgach, Macchio, and by Baron Conrad, the Austrian
Chief of Staff. The Foreign Minister has been regarded as
a mere "rubber stamp/' approving what others urged upon
him. While this view may be more or less true for the
period before Sarajevo, it does not appear equally so for
the crisis of July, 1914. The contemporary evidence seems
to show that however much Berchtold may have been
guided by his subordinates at the Ballplatz, and by the
militarists, he took a very active and sinister part in the
events which led directly to the World War. Hitherto he
had vacillated between the two opposing groups of opinion
represented respectively by Conrad and by Tisza. But
now, after Sarajevo, he decided to use this crime as the
final justification for clearing up, once and for all, Austrian
relations with Serbia.
berchtold's appeal for german support
Berchtold was now finally converted to Conrad's desire
for immediate war against Serbia. But owing to Francis
Joseph's hesitation and Tisza's opposition he could not
adopt it at once. Moreover, he realized that it would be
madness to embark on any such hare-brained action without
first getting from Berlin an assurance of German support.
Germany during the last few years had been constantly re-
straining Austria from aggressive action in the Balkans
which might involve the Triple Alliance in conflict with the
Triple Entente. Two days after Sarajevo, when even seri-

